ALegacies and | mpactso
Project Statement

Martin Brown

ALegacies and |I mpactso is an exploratio
Mi nnesot ads caps lsast suenmer,fl tcavelkd across a stretch of the
state, asking board members, managershandy workers a couple of questions

AHow have you been involved with consun

AWhat 1| mpact s -opséhave onygammungies,docal ecanomies, and
the environment??o0

| got an earful of answers and memories. My interviewedaded people who

were involved wi-bp mbeem®htd Wavebecbr on
Wa v e ép mogement in the 1970s, and young folks like myself. | also took
photographs with a medium format film camera.

ALegaci es and | megsavithtthe persgeetives.s t he pi ctur

This gallery version was produced in th
degree at Antioch College (Yellow Springs, Ohio). Forthcoming is a publication

version, which explores the impacts consumer food cooperativehhdve

greater depth using the same interview material.

| do not claim to be an historian, and | would like readers to know that | have not
factchecked the accounts of my interviewees. Nevertheless, they provide a

fascinating record of the history of qmeration in Minnesota. | hope that you find
ALegacies and |I mpactso a worthy snapsho
have done, together.



AThe Ol d Waveo

Immigrants started cooperatives in the early twentieth century across the Upper
Great Lakes Rgion to ensure access to food and other commodities. During the
early years, this cooperative community consisted primarily of Finnish miners and
loggers and their wives and children. Theaps also provided a distribution
opportunity for some of the immants interested in farming.

Through centralized wholesaling, a comprehensive education and auditing system,
and engaged member s-dodnmeementbbacamera @éadingida v e 0
economic force in the Upper GixdeOast, Laarkde s
050s. As the areads communities and eco
and efficacy of the consumer cooperatives.

Decades later, in a new century, only afew ofthesepos exi st . fALegac
| mpact so feat ur es lawithfosthand knowledge oithe even p
history and significance of the Old Wave gp movement.



Pam Brunfelt, Instructor of History and Political Science,

Vermilion Community College, Ely



flLearning English was not easy for the Finnsand so the cooperative retalil
movement heightened language and ethnic solidarity. Unlike other language
groups that have some root s, t hereds n
Going into a grocery store as a Finn who can barely speak Englisbn-Finnish

storel would have been very intimidating because of the language barrier. And so
having pl aces t hat y o u coul d shop w h

communicate would have been an important part of their experience here.

ACont r i theirtsense@f isblation was the fact that Finns were often viewed

as trouble makers and were unwelcome in many places. During periods of labor
unrest, many other stores either chose or felt pressured not to sell goods to miners
on credit. Being able to lyuthings on credit would have been important, and, even

i f they werendét selling them on credit

at a cooperative store.

ARBecause their | anguage was so differe
known as agdtors, the Finns found solace in cooperative experiences. The other

aspect of it was that they believed in

Pam Brunfelt



Ross Hujanen, Manager, Mesaba Gop Park



fiMesaba Park was startedn 1929 byaround 50groups of Finnish workerand
farmers a lot of them associated withé Finnish Socialist FederationloSe to

1929 there was a big split in the Finhiscooperative movement.h& more
politically active sidein that split started the parkbasicallyas a festival and
campgrounds for Finnish workers and their families to meet and orgatiteat

time, there weresigns upm ot her publ i blo FRmasrokirgliang h a t
allowed6and that wabecausehe mining companies knew that Finns were really

involved with organizing labor.

iltds been an activetlkbeomedatdiSwWes , e direy
bylaws so that individuals could buy sharég. general membership ertings
somemembershave advised that we become a 1poafit sowe would have tax
free status andll the other benefits that come with thd&ut, pretty strongly the

membershighas always said that they wankieptheir cooperative identity.

iNow,i t 6s set up Kkind of |l i kel a6y @aseat |
beautiful placd 240 acres of birch and pine forest and a 52 acre spring fed lakes.
| t d@fsitely one of thecleanestake sinthearema nd t h e y@ettyemukhe pt i

to the wg it waso

Ross Hujanen



Duane (left) and Allan (right) Paloranta, sons of Little Swan Ceop General
Store Manager(Photographed at Mesaba Park)



Duane AWe | ived on a | ake and, on the
Slovenians would get together for a picnic once a year. And they had Slovenian

musicé And we as kids used to go there

AThese et hnic gr ou psongandwouldicengreégdtdirsalike 0 5 0 ¢
heritage communities, perhaps because they came across and they wanted to feel
like they were wanted. They had a group of people that they could communicate
with and bond with, | don 0 tof tHe othevs hadh at

but cooperatives were a Finnish way. o

Allan: ARThey survived a | ong ti me, t oo,
Americanization. They proved that they worked. And | think the big conglomerates
pushed them out. All the buying power and rgtleng i all of a sudden they

coul dnét buy gas at the same price and

Duane AYou know what else? The |l oyalty d

Allan: nYeah, I think so. o0

Duane AWhen you tal k albhavetogoltocheadptoyyy i t w
my groceries, to buy my gas, whatever. Whereas now, you price shop. | think a lot

of that disappeared when the loyalty di



Don Adams, General Manager, Finland Cooperative General Store, Finland



